Temp-Table Output

This program is designed to assist in the generation of output for other programs.  Its basic function is to take a temp table and create a file with the contents of the temp table in a convenient form.  Several outputs are supported: comma-separated values (*.CSV), Excel spreadsheet (*.XLS), plain text (*.TXT), a quick browse, a Sylk spreadsheet (*.SLK), and a Dictionary Definition file (*.DF).

The program is called as follows:


RUN tt-file.p(temp-table tt-name:handle, filename, switch)
Note: if the definition of the temp table does not add the rcode-information tag, then tt-file.p cannot access the label or format of the temp table.  It will instead use the field's name and the data-type default format.

The filename, if not supplied, will be prompted for.  [Except if a browse is selected.]  This will be used to store the results of the program.

The switch is one of the character values defined in tt-file.i.  These are: tt-text, tt-excel, tt-csv, tt-browse, tt-sylk and tt-df.  If left blank, the type will be derived from the filename (even if prompted).  If the filename does not have a valid type, it will be assumed a text file.

Note: Excel spreadsheets require access to the desktop, so they cannot be run in batch mode.

The Sylk spreadsheet format was added to allow generation of spreadsheets in batch programs.  While the format is outdated, it is still accepted by Excel.  The Sylk format allows some special formatting options in this routine for date and time values.  Time can be formatted as "HH:MM", "HH:MM AM", "HH:MM:SS", "HH:MM:SS AM".  Dates can be formatted as "MM/DD/YY", "DD-MMM-YY", "Month DD, YYYY", "YYMMDD", "YYYYMMDD".  To assist you, the following preprocessor constants are defined: tt-fmt-hm, tt-fmt-hm-a, tt-fmt-hms, tt-fmt-hms-a, tt-fmt-mdy, tt-fmt-dmy, tt-fmt-md-y, tt-fmt-ymd, and tt-fmt-cymd.  You can use them like this:


define variable date-var as date format {&tt-fmt-dmy}.


define variable time-var as integer format {&tt-fmt-hms}.

If you are showing a number, and you use the format chars "9" or "Z", the format results in forcing that many places.  For example:


define variable zip-code as integer format "99999".


define variable four-dig as integer format "Z,ZZ9".

The source code contains lots of notes about the Sylk format for those that are interested.










